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Parish Council 
Information 

 

Your local parish councillors are: 
 

Eileen Carew 
Andy Dunhill (Chair) 
David McKenzie MBE 

Jill Mills 
Brian Singer 

 
Contact details for 
Catherine Harrison, 

Parish Clerk 
01434 682348 (office-hours  

only please) or email 
ridingmillclerk@gmail.com 

 
Dates for forthcoming Parish 

Council Meetings held in Church 
Cottage, Church Lane 

7.45 pm  
(public questions from 7.15 pm) 

 
10th September 2018 
 12th November 2018 
10th December 2018 
11th February 2019 
12th March 2019 
13th May 2019 

 
Annual Parish Meeting 
May 2019 – date to be 

confirmed 
 
 
 

Contact Details for County 
Councillor Anne Dale, 

01434 673326 or email 
anne.dale@northumberland.gov.uk 

 

 
 

Keep updated with village news 
or check out the Minutes from 

PC meetings  

www.ridingmill.org 
 

Chairman’s Notes 
 

 

 
     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Broomhaugh & Riding Parish Council 
Caring about where you live 

 

NEWSLETTER 

The aim of our annual 
newsletter is to provide a 
review of Parish Council 
activities during the year and 
an outline of future plans. The 
last 12 months have been very 
busy because several of the 
projects we’ve been working on 
for a while came to fruition.  
 
The bank of the March Burn 
adjacent to the double Tennis 
Courts was becoming 
undermined so a contract was 
awarded to Tyne Rivers Trust 
to undertake stabilisation work 
using an environmentally 
friendly technique. We also had 
some of the main timbers on 
the weir footbridge replaced 
together with minor repairs to 
the bridge supports. 
 
Work on the World War 1 
Memorial Panel was completed 
and it has been placed in the 
Parish Hall. It is to be 
rededicated as part of the WW1 
Commemorations in November. 
 
Probably the most obvious work 
has been the addition of new 
play facilities in the Play Park 
including provision for older 
children and those with 
disabilities. The majority of the 
cost was covered by grant 
assistance secured by the 
Riding Mill Play and 
Regeneration Group. 
 
Other tasks have been many: 
appointment of a gardener to 
look after certain areas of the 
village; award of a new three 
year grass cutting contract; 
refresher defibrillator training; 
repairs to a section of the 
tarmac in the Old Playground 

following minor subsidence; 
installation of a new traffic 
safety mirror; completion of 
Stage 2 of the tree work 
identified in the 
arboricultural report from 
2016; coordination of the 
annual litter pick. 
 
The next year – there’s 
again lots to do. 
 
Western Gateway – We are 
working with the County to 
put in place a Gateway 
similar to the one at the 
east end of the village to 
help slow traffic entering 
the village. 
 
Pedestrian Crossing – We 
submitted this to the County 
through the Local Transport 
Plan and it was approved in 
principle. Maybe we’ll get 
one! 
 
The Spinney – Plans have 
been drawn up in 
conjunction with the County 
to alter the entrance to 
make it safer. We hope to 
have this work done when 

the County puts in place 
the 20 mph speed limit 
along Church Lane. 
 
Tree Work – The final 
work detailed in the 
arboricultural survey. 
 
Millfield Road Bridge – 
Periodic inspection by 
Civil and Structural 
Engineers. The aim for 
the future is to bring both 
this and Marchburn Lane 
bridge into line on a 
rolling 5 year inspection 
and maintenance cycle. 
 
Old Playground – 
Resurfacing of the tarmac 
where it has started to 
break up. 
 
 
We do have vacancies on 
the Parish Council so 
would welcome more 
help – please see article 
on page 4. Do contact 
one of us if you’d like to 
see what it’s all about 
and how much fun it can 
be. Have a wonderful 
year. 
 

Andy Dunhill 
Chair 

 
See page 8 for your 
guide to what’s on 

and how to get 
involved. 

mailto:ridingmillclerk@gmail.com
mailto:anne.dale@northumberland.gov.uk
http://www.ridingmill.org/


 

 

Play Park gets Spiderman’s seal of approval   
 

  

 

 

   

 

 
  

 

At the Annual General 
Meeting of the Parish 
Council, Councillor Andy 
Dunhill was elected to 
continue as Chair of the 
Parish Council and 
Councillor Brian Singer as 
the Vice-Chair. 
 
All Parish Councillors are 
happy to be contacted 
and their phone numbers 
can be found on the PC 
noticeboard or on the 
website: 
www.ridingmill.org 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Three years ago, the Parish 
Council decided to explore the 
potential to improve the 
facilities at the play park in 
Riding Mill. The original 
equipment was installed more 
than 15 years ago and only 
catered for younger children 
up to age 8. In addition there 
was no provision for disabled 
children or easy access to 
equipment. 
 
In 2016, following advice from 
Anne Dale County Councillor, 
an independent group was set 
up with the aim of raising 
funds to provide new 
equipment for the play park.  
This group comprised - Rod 
Padgett (Chairman), Hannah 
Thorpe, Darren Griffin, Petra 
Carlsson-Mitchell together 
with Catherine Harrison, 
Eileen Carew, David McKenzie 
& Andy Dunhill from the 
Parish Council. 
 
As a group we looked at 
several different play parks 
across the region and 
weighed the options from 
different equipment providers. 
In particular, the group was 
keen to include a climbing 
boulder, which offers 
challenges on many different 
levels and has become a 
popular addition to children’s 
playgrounds in recent years. 
With Jen Stephenson’s help 
the children at Broomhaugh 
School were asked to rate 
various types of equipment, 
and finally plans were drawn 
up and costs obtained. 
 
Playground equipment does 
not come cheap! The Parish 
Council provided some initial 
funds and in early 2017 the 
group started a major fund-
raising drive which secured 
the majority of the money 
needed in about 10 months. 
By late-2017 Playdale (who 
also provided the original 
equipment in the play park) 
and Rockworks (climbing 
boulder manufacturer) were 
collaborating and bringing the 
new design to life, working 
over the harsh winter 

conditions to have the play 
park equipment finished for 
early-2018. Finally the 
footpath linking all the 
equipment was installed by 
Monster Mulch in April 
2018, and new signs 
created by Robin Watson 
Sign & Design ready for the 
official opening in May. 
 
The play park was officially 
re-opened on 18th May 
2018. The event was well 
attended by our sponsors, 
residents of Riding Mill and 
the children from 
Broomhaugh School. 
Following a brief speech 
from Andy and Rod 
(thanking the sponsors 
listed below) the children 
were invited to cut the 
ribbon across the entrance. 
During the ceremony the 
appearance of Spider Man 
caused much surprise 
amongst the children. On 
hearing of the wonderful 
new boulder at Riding Mill, 
he had travelled all the way 
from New York to attend 
the opening and try it out! 
It was a great pleasure to 

see how happy the children 
were, running into the play 
park to try out the new 
equipment. The weather for 
the event was good, and 
some fantastic photos were 
taken by our official 
photographer Natasha. Tea, 
coffee and cakes were 
served and the opening 
event was enjoyed by all. 
 
I would like to thank all 
those involved in the play 
park group for their help 
with the project, the 
residents of Riding Mill for 
their kind donations and 
everyone involved in setting 
up the opening event. I 
would also like to thank 
once again our major 
sponsors: Osbit, the Big 
Lottery Fund, the 
Community Foundation, 
Northumberland County 
Council, Postcode Local 
Trust, the Sir James Knott 
Trust, Tesco Groundworks 
and Tynedale Lions. 
 
Dr. Rodney Padgett 
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The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th November 

    

 

The signing of the Armistice 
100 years ago brought a 
ceasefire to fighting on the 
Western Front in the First 
World War, which had begun 
in 1914. To mark this event 
we are preparing a weekend 
of remembrance and 
commemoration which we 
hope the village will 
participate in and ultimately 
raise a substantial sum of 
money for the British Legion 
Poppy Appeal. 
 
In December 2016 we began 
asking people if they would 
make poppies so that we 
could have a cascade of 
poppies through the Village. 
So many people have 
contributed to this by 
donating material, making 
and now assembling the 
poppies and we have 
exceeded our target which is 
a great achievement. 
 
The poppies will be in place 
on or near the 1st of 
November and will remain 
until the 21st November. The 
Scouts, school, preschool 
and mother and baby group 
are all taking part while the 
Wellington and railway 
station are having displays. 

 

There will be a ‘field’ of 
poppies in the cemetery and 
an art display in St James’s 
Church. 
 
The parish hall will be 
open from 10am to 4pm 
on Saturday 10th  and 
from 12 noon to 4pm on 
Sunday 11th when light 
refreshments will be served. 
 
In the hall there will be a 
display of: 
 
Old Riding Mill Photographs; 
 
A large map of Riding and 
Broomhaugh from 1926 and 
for comparison, a 2018 map. 

We will identify on the map 
where some of the soldiers 
whose names are on the 
War Memorial lived. In 1911 
there were 57 dwellings in 
Broomhaugh and 48 in 
Riding and 14 names 
appear on the war 
memorial; 
 
A brief history of the major 
events and a selection of 
poetry from each year of 
the war; 
 
A display of books about the 
‘Great War’ and any 
memorabilia that people 
would like to share. 
 
As 2018 also marks the 
centenary of Women over 
the age of 30 being given 
the vote and the formation 
of the Northumberland 
Federation of Women’s 
Institutes. A display will 
show how women’s lives 
changed and the roles they 
took on while the men were 
away at war. 
 
There will be a display of art 
work and between 12 noon 
and 1pm time will be set 
aside for talks on the war. 
 

On Saturday evening a ‘Pie 
and Pea Supper’ is being 
arranged and tickets will be 
available nearer the time 
 
Sunday 11th 
Following the 
Remembrance service at 
the war memorial in St 
James’s Cemetery there will 
be a rededication of the 
refurbished memorial panel 
in the Parish Hall and the 
exhibition will close at 4pm 
 
An enormous thank you to 
everyone who has 
contributed to the 
preparation and we hope 
that you will make this a 
memorable village event. 
 
Geraldine Bruce, Susan 
Law and Penny 
MacLoughlin 
 

 

Do you enjoy local history? 
 
We get many requests 
from people hoping to 
obtain a copy of Marion 
Cooke’s book: Riding Mill – 
a village history.  We have 
wondered about having it 
reprinted (with Marion’s 
family’s permission of 
course) but thought it 
might be a wonderful 
opportunity for someone to 
expand it first and include 
the changes to the village 
over the last thirty years.  
If you could help please 
get in touch.  
 

 

 
Restored by Graciela Ainsworth Sculpture Conservation, Edinburgh 

 
 
The restored World War One 
Memorial Panel is now on 
display in the foyer of the 
Parish Hall – have a look 
next time you are passing. 
 
 
 
The Parish Council is 
planning to have the War 
Memorial located in the 
cemetery professionally 
cleaned and restored in time 
for this year’s 
commemorations.  It’s Grade 
II listed which means we 
have to get listed building 
consent before we can do 
anything but hopefully this 
will all be approved in the 
next month. 



 

Riding Mill’s Rights of Way Network 
 

 

 
Residents sometimes mention 
to us that there is a problem 
with a stile near High Plains or 
a path is overgrown on the 
other side of the A68.  The 
footpath network is the 
responsibility of the County 
Council.  The Clerk is happy to 
notify them but residents can 
also report any problems 
directly via the County’s 
website - 
http://www.northumberland.g
ov.uk/SelfService/Report.aspx.   
 
To assist please refer to the 
map - it shows the designated 
footpath numbers which it 
would be helpful if you could 
quote when making your 
report. 
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There are nine seats on 
the Parish Council of 
which only five are filled.  
Historically, it’s unusual 
for there to be nine 
councillors but with only 
five it makes it hard to do 
all the jobs. Please 
consider if you could 
spare some time to 
become a parish 
Councillor.  Read on for 
more details: 

What is a Parish Council? 
A parish council is a local 
authority that makes 
decisions on behalf of the 
people in the parish.  It is 
the level of government 
closest to the community, 
with Northumberland 
County Council above it in 
the hierarchy.   
 
Why become a Parish 
Councillor? 

When people in the 
community need support and 
guidance, it is sometimes the 
parish council that is turned 
to.  By becoming a parish 
councillor you become 
someone your community will 
look to for help, guidance 
and support.  Seeing your 
community change for the 
better, as a result of 
decisions you have helped 
make, is something that can 
give you a sense of 
achievement and pride.   
 
You might also have a big 
idea of how things could be 
improved in the village – by 
becoming a parish councillor 
you can initiate this change. 
 
What decisions do Parish 
Councils make? 
Parish councils make all kinds 
of decisions on issues that 
affect the local community 
such as planning matters (we 
are statutory consultees), 

managing open spaces and 
campaigning for and 
delivering better services 
and facilities. 
 
It’s true to say that on their 
own, parish councils have 
limited powers to make 
decisions.  But they do have 
the ability to negotiate with, 
and the power to influence, 
those other organisations 
that do make the final 
decisions. 
 
Am I eligible to be a 
Parish Councillor? 
If you live in Riding Mill and 
are aged 18 or above you 
should be eligible but just to 
check please see the 
Electoral Commission 
website: 
https://www.electoralcommi
ssion.org.uk/ 
 
What powers do parish 
councils have? 
They have a wide range of 
powers which essentially 
relate to local matters, such 
as looking after community 
buildings, open spaces, 
allotments, play areas, 
street lighting, bus shelters, 
car parks and much more.  
The council also has the 
power to raise money 
through taxation, the 
precept.  

Parish Duties and how 
much time does it take 
up? 
The duties and functions of a 
parish council are many and 
varied.  The Council meets 
seven times a year.  There is 
also an annual Parish 
Meeting.  Meetings are open 
to the public and there is an 
opportunity before the start 
of the meeting at which 
members of the public can 
raise concerns and ask 
questions.   Meetings 
normally last 2-3 hours.   In 
addition to the regular 
meetings, councillors are 
sometimes required to attend 
other meetings representing 
the council.  Such meetings 
won’t happen every day, so 
it’s not going to take over 
your life.  There are also 
quite a few emails to read 
through between meetings! 
 
How to find out more 
The best way to find out 
what it’s like to be a parish 
councillor is to talk to 
someone who’s doing it now.  
Come along to our next 
parish council meeting on 
Monday 10th September, or 
speak to one of our 
councillors and find out what 
they think of the job.   
 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/SelfService/Report.aspx
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/SelfService/Report.aspx
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/


 
 

    
    

    

 

Yearly 

Accounts 

You may have seen on our 
notice board that we have 
posted a summary of our 
accounts for 2017/18.  As a 
resident of the parish you 
have the right to view the 
accounts at certain times 
each year.  With the view to 
making our work more 
transparent we have 
summarised last year’s 
accounts. 
 
2017/18 was a slightly 
unusual year as we spent 
much more than our Precept 
(the parish council’s share of 
the council tax).  To cover 
the shortfall we obtained a 
number of grants to help 
with both the conservation 
of the war memorial panel 
and the redevelopment of 
the Play Park.  We also used 
money from our reserve 
account, primarily obtained 
from a restrictive covenant 
release in 2016/17, to help 
fund the projects, 
particularly the maintenance 
work to Marchburn Lane 
Bridge. 
 

Expenditure 

 2017/18 2016/17 

Staff Costs £5,336 £5,063 

Insurance £2,437 £2,744 

General Admin 
(Stationery, room hire, 
subscriptions and website costs) 

£1,629 £1,515 

Professional fees 
(legal, audit and statutory 

inspection fees) 

£1,661 £5,171 

Donations * £3,430 £7,205 ** 

Maintenance 
(Grass cutting, tree works, 
maintenance of assets including 
Play Park etc.) 

£13,639 £12,412 

Capital Expenditure £68,312 £3,054 

Miscellaneous £4,879 *** £603 

TOTAL (excluding VAT) £101,323 £37,767 
 
 

Income   

 2017/18 2016/17 

Precept £35,500 £35,000 

Interest £117 £229 

Rents, Covenants, Wayleaves £319 £16,341 

Grants and donations £35,636 £4,800 

Miscellaneous £492 £2,427 

TOTAL (excluding VAT) £72,064 £58,797 
 

 

*  We make a yearly 
donation to the Village 
Hall Trust as well as 
small local organisations 
and charities. 
 
** In 2016/17 we made 
a sizable donation to the 
RM Sports Club to help 
with initial plans for a 
new pavilion. 
 
*** Miscellaneous costs: 
this relates mostly to the 
cost of the conservation 
work to the war 
memorial panel. Most of 
the funds were reclaimed 
via grants. 

 

CHURCH COTTAGE 
is available to book as 
a small, cosy meeting 
place.   
 
Contact Ena Clark on 
682550 for details or 
email 
ena@enaclark.co.uk 

 

 

SMALL 
GRANTS: 
 

The PC can on occasion 
offer small grants to 

clubs and organisations 
in the village.  Further 
information can be 
obtained from the Clerk 
and applications should 
be submitted by 31st 
October. 
 
Last year, the 
Preschool and Scouts 
received a grant from 
the PC together with 
other local 
organisations such as 
the Stephen Carey 
Fund, Core Music, 
Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Age UK and Tynedale 
Hospice at Home. 

 

 
 
If you leave the village 
heading west and take the 
road to Slaley, you will 
quickly enter the small 
hamlet of Beauclerc.  A 
settlement has been 
recorded here from the mid-
13th century noted on maps 
as Lee and consisting of only 
a few buildings and farms (4 
taxpayers in 1296, 6 in 
1524).  Later maps from 
1842 show only a farmstead 
and two or three cottages.   
However, with the coming of 
the railway the land was 
developed and new houses 
built, one of which gives its 
name to the settlement now, 
Beauclerc.     
 
An early owner of Beauclerc, 
who purchased the property 
in 1887, was one Walter 
Scott – to become Sir Walter 
Scott, 1st Baronet of 
Beauclerc in 1907.  Walter 

Scott was a mason who, by 
the age of 23, had set up his 
own building firm, 
completing many major 
architectural projects in 
North East England and 
London including the Tyne 
Theatre and the portico of 
Newcastle railway station. 
He also owned a publishing 
firm which brought classic 
literature to the masses for a 
low price.   
 
Sir Walter Scott had a large 
family - his 4th and 6th born 
sons, Mason and William, 
both represented their 
country at rugby.   
Furthermore they were 
prominent members of the 
Northern Football Club 
before becoming founding 
members of the Barbarians 
in 1890.  Fast forward to 
present day and to the 
current owners of Beauclerc, 
Feidlim and Penny 
MacLoughlin, who made it 
their home in 1970.  They 
say history often repeats 

itself and so it shall prove.  
Born in Ireland but having 
lived in the North-East for 
many years, Feidlim too has 
represented his country at 
rugby.  The similarities don’t 
end there; he too was a 
Northern player and was 
both captain and president 
of the club. He also played 
for the Barbarians on a 
number of occasions.  
Reading a snippet of 
Northern’s history it states - 
the first player to be capped 
directly from the club was 
England half back Mason 
Scott in 1890.  The last 
player capped at 
international level directly 
from Northern was Feidlim 
MacLoughlin in 1976.  A 
quirk of history linked to 
Beauclerc. 
 
 

People & 
Places 

Have you an interesting 
historical story about 
the village?  Please let 

us know and we may be 
able to include it in next 

year’s newsletter. 



   

 
 

 

 

 

We prepare young people 

with skills for life 

Riding Mill Scout Group is 
now approaching its first full 
year of operation and has 
much success to report!  We 
now have a team of trained 
leaders delivering an 
excellent adventurous 
programme every week – 
and some weekends - to 35 
young people so far!  Under 
the guidance of our new 
Group Scout Leader, Richard 
Brown, the uniformed team is 
due to expand as we 
introduce our third section in 
September.  This means we 
will continue to deliver first 
class Scouting to our Beaver 
Scout Colony (6-8 years), our 
Cub Scout Pack (8-10.5 
years) and now to our Scout 
Troop (10.5 – 14 years).  The 
young people have been 
working hard towards their 
awards and we are looking 

 

forward to presenting our 
first Chief Scout’s Awards 
before the summer break. 
We are very grateful to the 
members of our Executive 
Committee for working hard 
in the background  and to 
the small army of parents 
who support us week by 
week with programme 
delivery. Our thanks go also 
to the Parish Council for its 
support, to the Village Hall 
Trust, especially Pam Pryor, 
for being so accommodating 
with meeting space and to 
St James’s Church for 
making us so welcome as 
part of the church 

community. We are always 
pleased to welcome new 
members, both adults and 
young people.  Please 
simply call in at the 
Millennium Hall during term 
time. Cub Scouts meet every 
Tuesday from 6-7.30 pm, 
Beaver Scouts meet every 
Friday from 6 – 7 pm and 
Scouts meet from 7.30-9 
pm beginning Friday 14th 
September. We’d be 
delighted to welcome you. 
Alternatively, please contact 
our Group Scout Leader, 
Richard Brown, on 
trngia@icloud.com or on 
07484714660. 
 

 

 

 

 

Missed bin collection? 
Street light not working? 
 
Report these problems 
on the Northumberland 
County Council website 
with just a few clicks 
 
Go to 
http://www.northumberl
and.gov.uk/  and click on 
REPORT on the header 
bar 
 

Alternatively you can 
phone 0345 600 6400 

08:30 – 17:00  
(Monday – Thursday) 
08:30 – 16:30 
(Friday) 
 

 
 

 

 
To book the Parish Hall 
or Millennium Hall for a 
meeting or an event, 
please contact Mrs Pam 
Pryor on 01434 682927 
or email  
pampryor@btinternet.com 

 

Do you enjoy baking or love to eat homemade goodies?  
Whatever tickles your tastebuds – whether it’s sweet or 
savoury – our Big Tynedale Bake is the perfect way to help 
raise some ‘dough’ for Tynedale Hospice at Home.   
 
If you are looking for a great reason to get friends and 
family together then we are inviting you to rise to the 
challenge and host your very own Big Bake in aid of 
Tynedale Hospice at Home. This could be a coffee morning, 
afternoon tea, bake sale, pie and peas supper, a bake-off 
or, if you are whizz in the kitchen then you could even sell 
cakes and donate the sales to Tynedale Hospice. Whatever 
your idea, we can help you and make sure that your event 
rises to the occasion. 
 
All funds raised will support the work of the Hospice which 
provides palliative nursing care to people in their own 
homes, Family Support Services and a Hospital Transport 
Service to people living in Tynedale. 
 
To find out more details and to get involved please visit: 
www.tynedalehospice.com/event-the-big-tynedale-bake/  
 
 

 

 
 

FREE SMOKE ALARMS 
 
Northumberland Fire and 
Rescue Service provide free 
home fire safety checks and 
smoke alarms to members of 
the public who live in 
Northumberland.   
 
If you, or anyone you know, 
could benefit from this 
service, call Northumberland 
Fire and Rescue Service 
anytime on the following 
number: 0800 731 1351 

_________________ 
 

A gentle reminder .... 
All residents who own trees or 
hedges abutting roads and 
footpaths have a duty to 
ensure that they are safe.  In 
particular, residents are asked 
to make sure hedges are 
regularly trimmed so that 
those passing by are not 
forced to walk on the road.    
 

mailto:trngia@icloud.com
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/
mailto:pampryor@btinternet.com
http://www.tynedalehospice.com/event-the-big-tynedale-bake/


  

Northumberland County 

Council  

0345 600 6400 

01434 400388 

Remember you can report 

problems via the website 

www.northumberland.gov.uk 

 

Member of Parliament 

Mr Guy Opperman 

01670 789161 email: 

teamoppy@gmail.com 

020 7219 7227 email: 

guy.opperman.mp@ 

parliament.uk 

 

Hospitals/Doctors 

Corbridge Medical Group 

01434 632011 

 

Useful Contacts 

Branch End Surgery 

01661 842626 

 

Hexham General Hospital 

0344 811 8111 

Northumbria Specialist 

Emergency Care Hospital 

0344 811 8111 

Newcastle RVI / 

Newcastle General 

Hospital 

0191 233 6161 

 

Emergency 999, Urgent 

111 

 

Police – 999 or 101 for 

non emergency 

 

Utility Services 

Gas Emergency  

0800 111 999 

 

Electricity – loss of power 

105 

 

Northumbrian Water –  

report a leak -  

0800 393 084 

report water and sewerage 

flooding- 

0800 328 7648 

 
Environment Agency: 
Floodline –  
0345 988 1188 
Incident Hotline –  
0800 80 70 60 
 

Schools 
Broomhaugh First School 
01434 682374 
Corbridge Middle School 
01434 632191 
Queen Elizabeth High 
School, Hexham 
01434 610300 
 
Squirrels Breakfast & After-
School Club 
Yvonne Stokoe – 07933 
901732 
 
Travel 
Go North East 
0191 420 5050 
Northern Trains 
0800 200 6060 
National Rail Enquiries 
03457 48 49 50 
Newcastle Airport 
0871 882 1121 
 

 
 

Riding Mill Outdoor 
Preschool 

 
In September 2018 Riding 
Mill Preschool will re-locate to 
the Broomhaugh C of E First 
School site and become an 
outdoor preschool. This move 
to the school emphasises our 
existing strong links with our 
excellent village first school 
and allows us to work even 
more closely with the staff 
there. 
 
At this new setting, the 
emphasis will be on outdoor 
education - and our very own 
yurt will be the focus of 
indoor activities.   
 
This is a fantastic 
environment for young 
children to play, run, climb, 
swing, dig and just be the 
physical beings that young 
children are! With a big focus 
on time spent outdoors, 

exploring nature and discovery 
through play, children will gain 
life skills such as problem 
solving, teamwork and 
creativity.  It is now widely 
accepted that outdoor 
education of this type has 
enormous benefits for young 
children and we are very proud 
to be offering this exciting and 
unique opportunity. 
 
For further information, please 
contact us at: 
 
ridingmillpreschool@yahoo.co.
uk, or phone 07754395572 
during preschool hours. 
 
Carole Smith (Management 
Committee Chair) 01434 
682232 
_________________________ 

 

 
This is a free service which 
endeavours to solve transport 
issues for people who find it 
difficult to undertake essential 
journeys. 
 
The service can be accessed by 
calling: 03333 441 740, 
giving 7 days notice to allow 
plenty of time to arrange 
appropriate support.   
 

 
 

Following the redevelopment 
of the sports field we are 
pleased to report that Riding 
Mill now has a new football 
team which will be playing in 
the Hexham & District 
Sunday League Division 2. 
 
Training has already started 
although additional players 
aged 16 and over are still 
welcome to join and should  
contact Mark Robinson on 
07810 580140 for further 
details.   
 
Keep up-to-date with the 
team’s progress via their 
Facebook page: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/r
idingmillfc/ 
 
We wish them well for the 
coming season.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
The Community Centre  
Gilesgate 
HEXHAM 
Northumberland 
NE46 3NP 
03444 111 444 
 
Advice Line 03444 111 444  
Debt Line 01670 339960 
available 09.00 – 16.30 
 
Drop-in and Appointments: 
Wed & Fri 09.30 - 15.30 

_______________ 
 

 
 
Carers Northumberland is a 
charity dedicated to 
improving the lives of 
carers by responding to the 
needs of carers, informing 
carers of their rights and 
entitlements, supporting 
carers to access help for 
the person they care for, 
reducing the social isolation 
that so many carers feel 
and empowering carers to 
have a voice.  
 
Call for confidential advice 
01670 320025. 
 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/
mailto:teamoppy@gmail.com
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mailto:guy.opperman.mp@%20parliament.uk
mailto:ridingmillpreschool@yahoo.co.uk
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Clubs & Societies Your comprehensive guide to what’s on in the village ... 

 

Club Contact Details / further information 

Allotment Association Sally Rogers - sallyrogers2306@gmail.com 
Angling Association  Peter Howe – 01434 682946 
Art Club Janet Bennett – 01434 682478 

Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm in the Millennium Hall 
Baby Group Lynda Padgett – 01661 886785 

Meets Thursday morning in Church Cottage  
Badminton Club Evelyn Downs – 01434 682536  

Meets Thursday morning in the Parish Hall 
Bridge Club Pam Niven – 01434 682394 

Meets Friday afternoon in the Parish Hall 
Carpet Bowls Club Graham Walmsley – 01434 682046 / 07593 215785 

Meets Monday afternoon in the Parish Hall 
Choral Society Judith Anderson – jud2bandy@gmail.com / http://ridingmillchoral.org.uk/ 

Meets Monday evening in the Parish Hall 
Churches Together in Riding 
Mill 

Janet Proud – 01434 682393 

Craft Class Linda Shepherd - 01434 682069 
Meets Thursday afternoon in the Parish Hall 

Cricket Club Please see Sports Club 
Dog Training Jenny Sandiford – Happy Hounds Dog Training – 07808 218999 

Meets Thursday evening in the Millennium Hall 
Drama Club Email – rmdcweb@gmail.com 

Website  http://www.ridingmilldramaclub.com/  
Exercise Class for the over 
50s to over 90s 

Linda Shepherd - 01434 682069 
Meets Friday morning in the Parish Hall 

Football Club Please see Sports Club 
Golf Rob Archer – 01434 682689 

Meets once a month April – October 
Gymnastics Club Abbie & Lesley Rutter – 01434 694649 

Meets Wednesday afternoon after school 
Karate Class Sensei Peter Atkinson – 07912 533164 

Meets Monday evening in the Parish Hall   
Men’s Breakfast David McKenzie – 01434 682771 / Stan Chapman – 01434 682120 

Meets Saturday morning 4 times a year 
Nia Dance Class  Allison Austick – 07502 121617 

Held Saturday morning in the Millennium Hall 
Northumbria Healers Pam Down – 07960 380636/pam@northumbriahealers.com /http://northumbriahealers.co.uk/  

Meets last Saturday of the month in the Parish Hall 
The Photography Group Rosie Cunningham – 01434 632515  

Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month in the Parish Hall 
Pilates Class Paula Bennett – 07990 774069 

Held Wednesday morning in the Millennium Hall 
Pot Luck Lunch Christine Andersen – 01434 682535 / Anne Lawrence – 01434 682351 

Held monthly in the Parish Hall 
Preschool Pre-School leader – 07754395572 (term-time only) /Email: ridingmillpreschool@yahoo.co.uk 

Carole Smith – 01434 682232 (Chair of Management Committee) 
Scouts Richard Brown, Group Scout Leader – 07484 714660 /Email: trngia@icloud.com  

Tuesday & Friday in the Millennium Hall - see article page 6 for further details/times 
Spanish classes for children 
 

Paula Pocock – paulapocock1980@gmail.com 
Held Monday afternoon in the Parish Hall 

Sports Club Cricket enquiries: Peter Nitsch – 01434 682200 
Football enquiries: Mark Robinson – 07810 580140 

Table Tennis Club 
 

Jack Harrison – 01434 682113 / Meets Monday evening in the Millennium Hall  
Linda Shepherd – 01434 682069 / Meets Tuesday afternoon in the Parish Hall 

Tennis Club Rob Archer – 01434 682689 
Website: http://ridingmilltennis.co.uk/ 

Tynedale Chess Club Tim Wrigley – 01434 681487  / https://tynedalechess.wordpress.com/  
Meets Thursday evenings (September – April) at Corbridge Parish Hall 

Tyne Valley Youth Theatre Mortal Fools – 0191 582 1250 / Email: info@mortalfools.org.uk 
Various classes – see website for details http://www.mortalfools.org.uk/ 

Women’s Institute Barbara Nelson – 01434 682739 
Meets 1st Thursday of the month in the Parish Hall 

Yoga Class Rose Romani – 0191 413 7653/07515 107774 Email: rose@yogawithrose.co.uk  
Held Wednesday evening in the Parish Hall 
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